The Royal Charter of The Clothworkers' Company, 1528
Henry the Eighth by the Grace of God King of England and France Defender of the Faith and Lord of Ireland To all to whom the present letters shall come Greeting
Whereas the most illustrious the Lord Henry the Seventh late King of England our father did by his Letters Patent the date whereof is at Westminster the twenty-fourth day of January in the twenty-third year of his reign of his especial grace and of his certain knowledge and mere motion and with a feeling of charity which he had and bore towards the Blessed Virgin Mary grant and give licence and by the same letters gave licence and granted as much as in him was to his beloved lieges the Men of the Mystery of the Shearmen within his City of London that they and their successors in the City aforesaid might begin unite found create erect and establish a Guild or Fraternity in honour of the same Virgin of the Men of the Mystery aforesaid and of others and the Guild or Fraternity so begun united founded created erected and established might have and hold and the same use and enjoy to them and their successors to endure for all time to come And that they and their successors might hold the same Guild or Fraternity of the aforesaid Mystery of Shearmen and of whatsoever persons whom they should be willing to receive into the same Guild within the Fraternity aforesaid And also that they and their successors might be able to elect have and make one Master and two Wardens from among themselves from year to year or as often as it should please them or need should be for the governance keeping and rule of the said Fraternity for ever as to them should seem best And further of his more abundant grace and at the supplication of his said lieges of such Mystery aforesaid he willed and granted for him and his heirs as much as in him was that the same Master and Wardens and their successors might be perpetual and capable and the said Fraternity might be of itself an entire united and perpetual corporate Fraternity And that it should be from thenceforth for ever called the Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary the Virgin of Shearmen of the City of London And he did incorporate the said Master and Wardens and their successors and also the Fraternity aforesaid to endure for all time to come and made them one Body and declared accepted and approved them as one Body and also held them as one Body And that in like manner they should be called by the name of the Master and Wardens of the Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and by the same name might be perpetual and able and capable to sue for receive and procure lands and tenements annuities rents services and emoluments whatsoever rights hereditaments and possessions temporal and spiritual To have and to hold to them and their successors for ever And by the same name might be able to plead and be impleaded and to prosecute all manner of causes plaints actions real and personal and mixed of what kind or nature soever they should be And also to answer and defend under the name aforesaid in the same causes plaints and actions before whatsoever Judges secular and ecclesiastical in whatsoever Courts and places of him his heirs or successors and in whatsoever Courts and places of other persons whomsoever within his realm of England according to the laws and customs of the same realm and to do and receive all other things as and in like manner as his other lieges persons able and capable within his said realm pleaded and were impleaded answered and were bound to answer and did and had been able to do in whatsoever the Courts and places aforesaid according to the laws and customs aforesaid And that they and their successors might have a Common Seal for transacting their business and deeds And that the said Master and Wardens and with them the other Brethren of the Fraternity aforesaid and their successors might and might be able lawfully to make lawful and honest Assemblies and Conferences amongst themselves and lawful Statutes and Ordinances for the wholesome governance of the said Fraternity according to the necessity of the case as often as and when need should be As in the same Letters Patent more fully is contained
And Whereas also the Lord Edward the Fourth our grandfather late King of England by his Letters Patent the date whereof is at Westminster the twenty-fourth day of April in the twentieth year of his reign of his especial grace and of his certain knowledge and mere motion did grant and give licence for himself and his heirs to his beloved liegemen JOHN BRITTE HENRY LEE and THOMAS WYMONDE that they or any or anyone of them might make found and establish to the praise glory and honour of God and of the most Glorious Virgin Mary his mother a certain Fraternity or Guild perpetual of three Wardens and a Commonalty of Freemen of the Mystery or Craft of Fullers of his City of London and the Suburbs of the same then dwelling and thereafter to dwell and to the Brethren and Sisters of the Freemen of the same Mystery or Craft and to others who of their devotion might wish to be of the same Fraternity or Guild within the City aforesaid to continue for all time to come And that the same Wardens and Commonalty should from thenceforth be one Body and one Commonalty corporate in deed and in name of three Wardens and a Commonalty And that they should be persons able and capable in law to purchase and receive in fee and perpetuity lands tenements rents and other possessions whatsoever of whatsoever person or persons willing to give bequeath grant or assign the same to them To have and to hold to the same Wardens and Commonalty and their successors for ever And that they should have perpetual succession and a Common Seal to serve for the business of the said Mystery or Craft and Fraternity or Guild aforesaid for ever And that the same Wardens and Commonalty by the name of the Wardens and Commonalty of Freemen of the Mystery or Craft of Fullers of the City of London should be able to plead and be impleaded answer and be answered in whatsoever Courts and places before whatsoever Justices and Judges in whatsoever actions suits pleas plaints and demands of what condition or nature soever they might be And that the said Commonalty that is to say of the Freemen of the Mystery or Craft aforesaid whensoever they would in every year should be able to elect and make from among themselves three Wardens to support the business of the same Mystery or Craft and Commonalty and Fraternity or Guild aforesaid and to oversee rule and govern the Mystery or Craft and Commonalty aforesaid and all the Men and Occupiers Servingmen Stuffs and Workmanship of the same Mystery or Craft and Commonalty in the City and Suburbs aforesaid for ever and their defaults duly to correct and cause to be corrected And that the aforesaid Wardens and Commonalty of the Mystery or Craft aforesaid and their successors should be able to make and ordain reasonable Ordinances and Constitutions for the good rule and governance of the same Mystery or Craft and of the Fraternity or Guild aforesaid so often as it should please them and be necessary and to alter the same at their pleasure by the advice of the Mayor and Aldermen of the said City for the time being without the impeachment or molestation of him or his heirs the Justices Mayors Sheriffs Escheators Bailiffs Constables or other the Officers or Ministers of him or his said heirs or of others whomsoever The Statute of not putting lands and tenements in Mortmain or any other Statute Act or Ordinance made published or ordained to the contrary or any other thing cause or matter whatsoever notwithstanding As in the same Letters Patent more fully is contained 
We of our especial grace and of our certain knowledge and mere motion and with a feeling of charity and of and with the advice of our Council and also at the humble personal and special supplication requisition and assent of the well-beloved and faithful the Men our lieges Free Citizens of our said City as well of the said Mystery of the Shearmen as of the said Mystery or Craft of Fullers of the same City have granted and given licence and by these presents will give licence and grant for us and our heirs as much as in us is to the same our lieges the Men our Citizens of the said Mysteries of Shearmen and Fullers and to the Master and Wardens of the said Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Shearmen in the City of London and to the Wardens and Commonalty of Freemen of the Mystery or Craft of Fullers of the City of London aforesaid that hereafter and from henceforth our said lieges the Men and Citizens of the said Mysteries of Shearmen and Fullers and the said Master the said two Crafts or Mysteries and the Wardens of the said Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Shearmen and the Wardens and Commonalty of Freemen of the Mystery or Craft of Fullers and also the said two Fraternities shall be together and may be united conjoined .created erected and established and by these presents we unite and conjoin the same two Crafts or Mysteries of Shearmen and Fullers and the Master and Wardens of the said Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Shearmen and also the Wardens and Commonalty of the Freemen of the Mystery or Craft of Fullers and all the Men of the same Crafts or Mysteries and the said two Fraternities into one whole Art or Mystery and into one Fraternity And that they be henceforth in deed and in name one Body one Art one Mystery one Fraternity and one perpetual Commonalty in and by the name of Clothworkers only and solely for ever And that from henceforth they be so designated named called and accepted in the same City and elsewhere in what manner soever and not otherwise
And that they and their successors may begin unite conjoin found create erect and establish in the City aforesaid a certain Guild or Fraternity in honour of the Blessed and Glorious Virgin Mary And the Guild or Fraternity so begun united conjoined founded created erected and established they may be able to have and to hold and the same to enjoy and exercise to them and their successors to continue for all time to come And that such Guild or Fraternity be called the Guild or Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Clothworkers in the City of London And that they and their successors may be able to increase and augment the same Guild or Fraternity and may be able to hold that Guild or Fraternity of whatsoever persons natives whom they shall be willing to receive into the same Guild or Fraternity
And also that they and their successors may be able to elect have and make among and from themselves one Master and four Wardens from year to year or as often it shall please them or need shall be for the governance keeping and rule of the said Guild or Fraternity of Clothworkers for ever as it shall best please them and to remove them or any of them as often as it shall be necessary and to elect anew and institute others or another as to them shall seem best
And we have transferred and changed and by these presents we do transfer and change and ordain the same Fraternity of Shearmen and also the aforesaid Fraternity of Fullers in the City of London into the name of the Guild or Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Clothworkers in the City of London and the said Master and Wardens of the same Guild or Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Shearmen and the Wardens and Commonalty of the same Guild or Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Shearmen and the Wardens and Commonalty of the same Guild or Fraternity of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Fullers into the name of one Master and four Wardens of the Guild or Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Art or Mystery of Clothworkers in the City of London and do make them one Body and declare accept and approve of them for one Body and also hold them for one Body
And that the same Master and Wardens of the Clothworkers be from henceforth one Body and one Commonalty corporate in deed and in name of one Master and four Wardens of the Mystery of Clothworkers in the City of London And that they be persons able and capable in law to purchase receive demise and alienate in fee and perpetuity lands and tenements rents and other possessions whatsoever as well of us as of whatsoever person or whatsoever persons willing to give bequeath grant or assign the same to them and not by any other name To have and to hold to the same Master and Wardens and Commonalty of Clothworkers and their successors for ever And that they have perpetual succession and a Common Seal to serve for the business of the said Mystery or Art and Fraternity of Clothworkers aforesaid for ever
And that the same Master Wardens and Commonalty may by the name of the Master Wardens and Commonalty of Freemen of the Mystery of Clothworkers of the City of London and not by any other name be able to plead and be impleaded answer and be answered in whatsoever Courts and places before whatsoever Justices or Judges in whatsoever causes actions suits pleas plaints and demands of what condition or nature soever they shall be And that the said Commonalty that is to say of the Freemen of the Mystery of Clothworkers aforesaid whensoever they would may be able in every year and at whatsoever fit times to elect and make from among themselves one Master and four Wardens to continue for one year to support the business of the same Mystery or Art and of the Commonalty and Fraternity or Guild of Clothworkers aforesaid to oversee rule and govern the Mystery or Art and Commonalty of Clothworkers aforesaid and all the Men Occupiers Serving-men Stuffs and Workers of the same Mystery or Art and Commonalty of Clothworkers in the City and Suburbs aforesaid for ever and duly to correct and cause to be corrected the defaults thereof 
And that the aforesaid Master Wardens and Commonalty of the Mystery or Art of Clothworkers aforesaid and their successors for the time being according to the tenor of a certain Statute of the Most Illustrious King Henry the Seventh our father published and provided [in the Parliament] holden at Westminster in the nineteenth year of his reign shall and may be able to make and ordain reasonable Ordinances Constitutions and Statutes for the good rule and wholesome governance of the same Mystery or Art of Clothworkers aforesaid so often as it shall please them and be necessary and to alter them at their pleasure without the impeachment or molestation of us or our heirs Justices Mayors Sheriffs Escheators Bailiffs Constables or other Officers or Ministers of us or our said heirs or of others whomsoever The Statute of not putting lands and tenements in Mortmain or any other Statute Act or Ordinance made published or ordained to the contrary or any other thing cause or matter whatsoever notwithstanding 

And that the Master and Wardens of the Guild Fraternity and Art of Clothworkers aforesaid and their successors may be able in every year or in alternate years at their pleasure to make and have one Livery or Livery of Clothing of one suit among the Citizens of the same City the then Brethren and Sisters of the said Fraternity of Clothworkers most sufficient thereunto and the same clothing honestly to use so often as and whensoever it shall please them and may hold and keep their Feast or Entertainment of meat and drink in a convenient place on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary or thereabouts as often as and whensoever it shall please them 

And that the aforesaid Master Wardens and Commonalty of Clothworkers may have possess hold and enjoy to them and their successors for ever all the goods and chattels lands tenements rents reversions and services possessions and hereditaments whatsoever which the aforesaid late Master and Wardens of the said Mystery of Shear men or the Wardens and Commonalty of the said Art or Mystery of Fullers in the City of London jointly or severally now have or heretofore had possessed or held And also all and all manner of liberties franchises customs and privileges which the said Master and Wardens of the Mystery of Shearmen or the aforesaid Wardens and Commonalty of the Art or Mystery of Fullers in the City of London had and heretofore had possessed held or used 
Moreover we will and grant for us our heirs and successors that the Master and Wardens of the Art or Mystery aforesaid of Clothworkers for the time being and their successors forever together with the Mayor of the City aforesaid for the time being or his Deputy may have make and exercise within the City aforesaid the Liberties and Suburbs of the same full and entire oversight search governance and correction as well of all and singular Freemen Natives of the said City as of Foreigners or Strangers of any or whatsoever Art or Mystery or Mysteries whatsoever using the said Art or Mystery of Clothworkers or the Mystery of Shearmen or the Art or Mystery of Fullers or anything heretofore appertaining to either of the Mysteries in the same City the Liberties and Suburbs of the same and of every thing at any time touching either of those Mysteries as well concerning the working of whatsoever Woollen Cloths and Fustians as concerning all goods and things at any time belonging or relating to either of the Arts or Mysteries aforesaid although the said Cloth and Fustian shall be made or worked within the said City the Liberties and Suburbs of the same by any Freeman or Foreigner or Foreigners or Strangers and [brought] from whatsoever parts of this our realm of England or parts beyond the seas or elsewhere by any Freeman or Foreigner or Foreigners or Strangers to the same our City or the Suburbs of the same And also of all the Foreigners Strangers whomsoever in any wise practising exercising or using either of the Arts or Mysteries aforesaid or anything at any time appertaining to either of the same Mysteries or Arts within the same City and the Suburbs of the same
And that they may have the punishment of all Men as well Freemen Natives as Foreigners and Strangers for their offences in and for not perfectly working executing making and using in the working of the said Woollen Cloths and Fustians and other things aforesaid as often as and when need shall be for the advantage and benefit of whomsoever our lieges and others whomsoever So that the punishment of such Freemen Natives Foreigners or Strangers so offending in the premises shall be executed by the Master and Wardens of the said Guild Fraternity and Art of Clothworkers according to the Law of England and the Ordinances and Statutes therefore published and the customs of our City of London And that no Foreigner nor Stranger may use the said Art or Mystery of Cloth workers nor either Art of the Arts aforesaid or the working of Woollen Cloths and Fustians or either of them or any things at any time concerning the Mysteries or Arts aforesaid within the said City of London or the Suburbs of the same Unless he be admitted as a fit competent and sufficient workman and artificer of the same by the Master and Wardens of the said Fraternity and Art of Clothworkers to exercise or use such Arts or Mysteries and Workings 

And further we will and by these our Letters we have granted to the aforesaid Master and Wardens of the said Guild Fraternity and Art of Clothworkers and their successors that no officer minister artificer merchant or any other person whosoever from henceforth search or in any wise henceforth presume to search any our privileged liege man practising that Art nor his goods workings nor merchandize except only the Master and Wardens of the said Guild Fraternity or Art of Clothworkers aforesaid and their successors for the time being together with the Mayor of the said City for the time being or his Deputy as is aforesaid Albeit express mention of the true annual value or of any other value or certainty of the premises or of anyone of them or of other gifts or grants by us or our progenitors to the aforesaid Master and Wardens of Clothworkers and their successors heretofore made be not made in these presents or any Statute Act Ordinance provision or restriction to the contrary made published ordained provided or restricted or any other thing cause or matter whatsoever in anywise notwithstanding 

In witness whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent 

Witness myself at Westminster the eighteenth day of January in the nineteenth year of our reign [1528]. 
WOLMAN 

By Writ of Privy Seal and of the date aforesaid by the authority of Parliament
Enrolled 
The Great Seal attached

Endorsed: 
It is enrolled in the Memoranda of the Exchequer of the twentieth year of King Henry the Eighth, among the Records of Easter Term, Roll - ; on behalf of the King’s Remembrancer. [PRO.: E 159/307 Recorda section, Easter, Rotulus 7.]
It is enrolled in the Memoranda of the Exchequer of the first year of Queen Mary, among the Records of Hilary Term, Roll - ; on behalf of the Treasurer’s Remembrancer. [PRO.: E 368/334 Recorda section, Hilary, Rotulus 48.] 

The Charter is to be found as Patent Roll, 19 Henry 8, Part I, Membrane 12, and has been calendared in the printed Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, of the Reign of Henry VIII, Vol. 4, Pt. 2, Item 3869 (18). 

'Wolman' is doubtless Richard Wolman, made Chaplain to the King in 1526 and a master of requests in attendance at the court, an office involving membership of the King's council. He later became dean of Wells and died in 1537. 

