ORDINANCES OF THE CLOTHWORKERS’ COMPANY 
OF THE CITY OF LONDON
Whereas by a Royal Charter of Incorporation granted by His late Majesty King Henry the Eighth on the 18th day of January in the 19th year of His Reign and the year of Our Lord 1527/8 the Wardens and Commonalty of Freemen of the Mystery or Craft of Fullers of the City of London and the Master and Wardens of the Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary the Virgin of Shearmen of the City of London were united conjoined created and established into one whole Art or Mystery one Fraternity and one perpetual Commonalty in and by the name of The Guild or Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Clothworkers in the City of London

And Whereas the said Guild or Fraternity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Clothworkers in the City of London is otherwise known as The Master Wardens and Commonalty of 1 Freemen of the Art or Mystery of Clothworkers of the City of London (commonly called “The Clothworkers’ Company”) and is hereinafter referred to as “the Company”
And Whereas by the aforesaid Royal Charter of Incorporation and by a Royal Charter of Confirmation granted by His late Majesty King Charles the First on the 24th day of April in the 9th year of His Reign and the year of Our Lord 1633 among other rights and privileges it was provided that the Company should have the power to ordain and devise divers Articles Acts and Ordinances for the better rule order and government of the Company
And Whereas in exercise of the aforesaid power and all other powers them enabling the Company did on the 17th day of January 1531/2 the 2nd day of July 1587 and the 18th day of April 1639 make and ordain Ordinances for the better rule order and government of the Company (hereinafter collectively referred to as “the old Ordinances”)
And Whereas the old Ordinances are couched in contemporary language rendering it difficult to construe the same without familiarity with the literary usages of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries
And Whereas in the opinion of the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company the old Ordinances have become unsuitable for the rule order and governance of the Company and its affairs being in certain respects repugnant to or inconsistent with modern law and practice and in part obsolete or spent or otherwise no longer subsisting or capable of taking effect
And Whereas the Company in association with the Corporation of London and with other Livery Companies having common interests in fostering the progressive application of science and technology to crafts trades and industries generally has made available opportunities for technical education and qualification promoted by an Institute established by Royal Charter for the purpose with the object and intent of providing stimulus guidance and incentive to technicians ~ ; craftsmen and operatives to progress in (inter alia) the Textile and Clothing industries
And Whereas the system introduced as aforesaid operates to the great advantage of participants as compared with the system of Apprenticeship contained in certain of the old Ordinances which have accordingly fallen into desuetude and are now obsolete

And Whereas with the object of remedying the situation hereinbefore recited and in conformity with the before mentioned Royal Charters of Incorporation and Confirmation respectively the Master Wardens and Commonalty of Freemen of the Company at a meeting held at Clothworkers’ Hall on the 1st day of February 1984 convened for the purpose and summoned in proper form adopted the Ordinances hereinafter recited (and referred to collectively in these presents as “the new Ordinances”)
And Whereas section I of the Ordinances of Corporations Act 1503 provides that no Ordinances which are in disinheritance or diminution of the prerogative of the King or against the common profit of the people may be made unless they are examined and approved by the Chancellor Treasurer and Chief Justices of either Bench or any three
And Whereas the Master Wardens and Commonalty of Freemen of the Company at their said meeting on the 1st day of February 1984 therefore by resolution directed that application should be made forthwith for approval of the new Ordinances pursuant to the Ordinances of Corporations Act 1503 and that the new Ordinances should be adopted as the Ordinances of the Company in the room and stead of the old Ordinances with effect from the date hereof
And Whereas the new Ordinances adopted by the Company on the 1st day of February 1984 are as follows:

1. The Company shall consist of a Master Wardens Assistants Liverymen and Freemen.
2. The affairs of the Company shall be directed and administered by a Court consisting of the Master Four Wardens and not less than Ten Assistants (hereinafter collectively referred to as “the Court”).
3. (1) The Master and the Wardens for the year next ensuing shall be elected at an Election Court meeting of the Court which shall be held during the month of June in every calendar year upon a day and at a time determined by the Court.

(2) The Master and Wardens elected at an Election Court shall take office during a meeting of the Installation Court which shall be held during the month of July in every calendar year upon a day and at a time determined by the Court.

(3) In the event of the Master or a Warden dying or becoming unable to continue to serve as Master or Warden while in Office the Court shall be convened as soon as may be for the purpose of electing a suitably qualified person to fill the vacancy so caused PROVIDED THAT any person elected in the circumstances aforesaid shall continue in Office only for the residue of the term his immediate predecessor would have been entitled to serve as Master or as the case may be Warden had he not died or become unable to continue to serve.
(4) Without prejudice to the proviso contained in Paragraph (3) of this Ordinance any Warden Assistant or Liveryman affected by such proviso shall nevertheless subsequently be available for election to senior Office at an Election Court pursuant to the normal procedure observed in the Company for the election of Master Warden or Assistant.
(5) In the event of the Master while in Office being unable for good and sufficient reason in the opinion of the Court to continue to perform the Master’s duties then the said duties shall devolve upon the most junior among the Assistants who have already served the Office of Master of the Company who shall carry out the duties of that Office as locum tenens until the elected Master resumes his duties or until a suitably qualified person has been elected to fill the vacancy so caused in accordance with Paragraph (3) of this Ordinance or until the next Election Court meeting whichever shall first happen.

(6) As soon as may be after election as Warden each Warden shall nominate a Member of the Court to act as his Deputy in the event of his unavoidable absence or inability to perform the duties of a Warden of the Company including responding to a Summons requiring his attendance.
4. No person shall be nominated for or be elected to the Office of Master who has previously served that Office in the Company or who has not already served or is serving the Office of Warden of the Company.

5. Valid nominations for election to fill a vacancy among the Wardens of the Company caused by the election of one of their number to be the Master and/or in the circumstances contemplated in Ordinance Number 3 (4) shall comprise: 
(1) Wardens junior in terms of seniority on the Court to the Warden whose elevation to the Office of Master or whose death or inability to continue as a Warden as the case may be caused a vacancy to arise.

(2) Assistants who at the date of the said vacancy arising had not previously served the Office of Warden of the Company.

(3) Senior members of the Livery as defined in Standing Orders made by the Court from time to time.
6. The Court may whenever it deems it desirable so to do in the interests of the Company augment the number of Assistants on the Court by electing from among the Liverymen of the Company who comply with the qualifications in that behalf contained in Standing Orders made by the Court from time to time such number to become Assistants as in the opinion of the Court is fit and expedient.

7. (1) The Master and the Wardens shall after their election and before taking up their respective Offices and duties make a Declaration before the Court which shall commence with a solemn and sincere Declaration and Affirmation of loyalty to the Sovereign and to the lawful Heirs and Successors to the Sovereign and shall continue: 
“and that I will use my best endeavours to carry out the duties of the Office of Master/Junior Warden/Senior Warden of the Company or Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clothworkers to the credit and to the benefit of the said Company or Fellowship that I will execute or cause to be executed all the lawful Ordinances of the said Company or Fellowship throughout the time I shall occupy the Office of Master/Junior Warden/Senior Warden as aforesaid without discrimination towards any man for malice affection favour reward or promise of reward and that I will preserve as entirely confidential all the documents and other proceedings of the Court of Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company or Fellowship of Clothworkers. My trust is in God alone.”
(2) Every Assistant shall after election and before taking his place as a Member of the Court make a Declaration before the Court which shall commence with a solemn and sincere Declaration and Affirmation of loyalty to the Sovereign and to the lawful Heirs and Successors to the Sovereign and shall continue:
“and that I will to the best of my knowledge and capability render faithful advice and counsel to the Master and Wardens of the Company or Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clothworkers for the assistance of the said Master and Wardens in the execution of the duties of their said Offices and that I will use all my knowledge and capability as well in every respect towards the execution and observance of all the lawful Ordinances of the said Company or Fellowship throughout the time I shall as an Assistant be a Member of the Court of Master Wardens and Assistants aforesaid without discrimination towards any man for malice affection favour reward or promise of reward and that I will preserve as entirely confidential all the documents and other proceedings of the Court of Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company or Fellowship of Clothworkers. My trust is in God alone”.
8. For the benefit of the Master and Wardens for the time being all those who have served those respective Offices shall on relinquishing the Office of Master or Warden as the case may be continue to be Members of the Court as Assistants.

9. The Court shall ensure that from time to time and at all times a fit and proper and suitably qualified person is appointed to be the Clerk to the Company together with such assistance as in the opinion of the Court is necessary in order to enable him properly to discharge his duties.
10. Upon appointment as Clerk to the Company and before taking up his duties as such the Clerk shall make a Declaration before the Court which shall commence with a solemn Declaration and Affirmation of loyalty to the Sovereign and to the lawful Heirs and Successors to the Sovereign and shall continue:
“and that I will to the best of my ability give true and faithful advice to the Master Wardens and Assistants for the time being of the Company or Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clothworkers and to all or any Committees or Committee of the Court of the said Company or Fellowship that I will without fear or favour and to the best of my ability carry out the lawful duties of the Clerk to the said Company or Fellowship as determined from time to time by  the aforesaid Master Wardens and Assistants that I will not expose or permit to be exposed any of the Books Papers or Records of the said Company or Fellowship or reveal or permit to be revealed the contents of the same either verbally or in writing to any person who is not a Member of the said Company or Fellowship without first obtaining permission so to do from the Master Wardens and Assistants of the said Company or Fellowship except when disclosure of such Books Papers and Records is required by Statute or by Order of a Court of competent jurisdiction binding upon the said Company or Fellowship and that should the said Company or Fellowship be a party to proceedings before a Parliamentary Committee Court of Law or any legally constituted Tribunal or Commission of Enquiry and should the lawyers representing the said Company or Fellowship in such proceedings advise that certain of the Books Papers or Records belonging to the said Company or Fellowship or any part or parts thereof ought to be disclosed in the interests of the said Company or Fellowship then I will act faithfully in accordance with such advice and report the same and my actions in pursuance thereof to the Master Wardens and Assistants of the said Company or Fellowship at the earliest opportunity. My trust is in God alone”.
11. The Court shall ensure that from time to time and at all times fit and proper persons are appointed as Assistant Clerk and Chaplain and Beadle.
12. The Court may whenever it so pleases call nominate choose and elect and admit into the Livery of the Company such and so  many persons being Freemen of the Company as the Court shall deem fit meet and able to be of the same Livery.
13. . The Freedom of the Company shall be by way of Patrimony Patrimonial Redemption Redemption and Presentation.
14. (1) Every person who is admitted to the Freedom or who is elected to the Livery of the Company or who is elected to be a Warden or an Assistant shall pay to the Company
(a) such fee 

(b) such annual subscription and 

(c) such reasonable additional contribution towards the expenses of the Company
as the Court shall from time to time by Standing Order or otherwise determine. 
(2) The Company shall be entitled to recover any moneys due and payable pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Ordinance as though the same or any part or parts thereof were a civil debt.
15. Every person who is being admitted and received into the Freedom of the Company otherwise than upon a purely honorary or courtesy basis shall at the ceremony of admission make a Declaration before the Court which shall commence with a solemn and sincere Declaration and Affirmation of loyalty to the Sovereign and to the lawful Heirs and Successors to the Sovereign and shall continue:
“and that I will well and truly observe maintain and keep to my power all the good Laws Ordinances Statutes and Decrees already made so far as the same are still subsisting and are legally capable of taking effect and those which may be made hereafter for the government and common profit of the Company or Fellowship of the Art or Mystery of Clothworkers that I will at all times comply with the Standing Orders for the time being of the said Company or Fellowship and with any decrees and instructions issued from time to time by the Court of Master Wardens and Assistants of the Company or Fellowship aforesaid that I will attend all meetings of Members of the said Company or Fellowship to which I am summoned in proper form unless prevented by sickness or some other good and sufficient reason and that I will at all times henceforth observe a strict rule of confidentiality with respect to any information in my possession regarding the affairs of the said Company or Fellowship or any of its Members. My trust is in God alone”.
16. The Court shall take the necessary steps from time to time to ensure that the accounts of the Company are subject to annual examination and report by qualified auditors.
17. (1) In the event of any Member of the Court or Livery being adjudicated Bankrupt or entering into a composition with his Creditors or being unable to pay his debts to the full extent of one hundred pence in the pound or if in some other wise the conduct or circumstances of any such Member or Liveryman should be such as to throw doubt upon his fitness or suitability to continue as a Member of the Court and/or the Livery of the Company or be liable prejudicially to affect the character and/or interests of the Company in any way then a Court shall be convened without delay for the purpose of enquiring into the facts of the matter and the said Member of the Court or as the case may be the said Liveryman concerned shall be summoned to attend the aforesaid meeting of the Court and shall be specifically informed in writing in advance thereof of the matters or things alleged concerning him and that at the said meeting he will be given an opportunity to be heard and that he will be expected to answer questions addressed to him.
(2) In the event of a majority of the Members of the Court present at the meeting convened pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Ordinance other than the Member of the Court whose circumstances and/or conduct is being enquired into or in the case of a Liveryman a majority of the whole Court present at that meeting convened to enquire into the circumstances and/or conduct of the said Liveryman being of the opinion after having heard the Member of the Court or as the case may be the Liveryman concerned and having carefully considered all the matters or things alleged concerning him that the aforesaid Member or as the case may be the aforesaid Liveryman is unfit or unsuitable to hold Office or to continue as a Member of the Court or to continue to enjoy the privileges of membership of the Livery then a resolution shall be passed indicating the decision of the Court accordingly and the decision of the Court shall be final and binding upon the Master Warden Assistant or Liveryman named in the said resolution a copy of which shall be served upon him by post by the Clerk to the Company within ten days of the date upon which the aforesaid resolution of the Court was passed.
18. In these Ordinances the expression “the Master” shall mean and refer to the Master of the Company for the time being or his locum tenens.
19. Anyone or more of these Ordinances in which the masculine gender and/or the singular number only is or are used shall have the same force and effect where the circumstances so demand as if the feminine gender and/or the plural number had also been used.

20. These Ordinances shall be and remain the sole and only Ordinances of The Clothworkers’ Company until the same are repealed or altered in accordance with the powers granted to the Company in its Royal Charters of Incorporation and Confirmation to make Statutes and Ordinances for the wholesome governance of the Company Accordingly with effect from the coming into force and effect of these Ordinances the Ordinances of the Company dated respectively the 17th day of January 1531/2 the 2nd day of July 1587 and the 18th day of April 1639 are repealed and shall cease to have any application to or be binding upon the Company and its constituent Members. 

Now Therefore We Quintin McGarel Baron Hailsham of St Marylebone Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain Geoffrey Dawson Baron Lane Lord Chief Justice of England Margaret Thatcher and Nigel Lawson two of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury having carefully examined the new Ordinances hereinbefore recited do hereby pursuant to the powers vested in us by section I of the Ordinances of Corporations Act 1503 and all other powers enabling us in that behalf Approve the new Ordinances.
In Witness whereof we have set our hands hereto and the seal of the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain and the Treasury Seal have been hereunto affixed this twenty-fourth day of July One thousand nine hundred and eighty four
[Signed] Hailsham







[Signed] Lane, C.J. 

of St. Marylebone, C. 
[SEAL]
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[Signed] Margaret Thatcher






[Signed] Nigel Lawson 

[SEAL] 
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